God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Twenty: The Prophets Daniel and Ezekiel
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 Ezekiel 10:15-19; 18:1-3; 19-23; 24:15-24; Daniel 1:8-20; 3:13-26; 4:28-35;              5:1-5;  5: 25-31; 6:18-23     
A
mong those taken in the first stage of the exile were four young men: Daniel, Hanan-iah, Mishael, and Azariah. These young men had their names changed to Babylonian names and were compelled to learn Babylonian culture and customs. Even though they were young, they resisted the compulsion to eat what was contrary to the Law of Moses, and God blessed them (Dan. 1:8-20). 

Some time after this Nebuchadnezzar constructed a tall gold image and required the people to bow down and worship it. Even though it meant certain death Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah refused to worship another god. They were thrown into a fiery furnace, but God delivered them alive (Dan. 3:13-26).

Another captive was the priest and prophet Ezekiel. He was among those taken to the River Chebar (a canal off the Euphrates river). He was given revelations which offered encouragement and challenges to the captives. He was shown a vision of the glory of the Lord and four living creatures, which symbolized the people of God moving wherever God wished (Ezek. 1:1-28). Before Jerusalem fell, he was shown a vision of the glory of the Lord departing from the temple, which showed that God would deliver Jerusalem to Babylon (Ezek. 10:15-19). God told Ezekiel that his wife would die suddenly but he was not to mourn for her. This was to symbolize that the people were not to mourn when Jerusalem fell (Ezek. 24:15-24). Many of the people felt that they were punished for their father’s sins, but God revealed to Ezekiel that each person answers for his own sin (Ezek. 18:1-3; 19-23).    


Although God used Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar to punish Judah, that did not mean that God approved of their wickedness. On one occasion God humbled Nebuchadnezzar because of his pride. He was made to eat grass like and animal until he honored God (Dan. 4:28-35). As God promised, Babylon would fall. Belshazzar, the last king of Babylon was feasting drinking from a vessel taken from the temple. During the feast a hand appeared and wrote four words on the wall. Daniel was called to interpret them and their meaning declared judgment on Babylon. That very night, the Persians took Babylon (Dan. 5:1-5; 25-31).

Daniel was able to witness the Lord’s punishment of Judah and the fall of Babylon. He was given wonderful revelations about the coming of Christ and His kingdom, the church (which we will see in future lessons). Even when Persia came to power and his enemies plotted against him he was faithful to the Lord. Although a command was given not to pray to anyone accept the Persian king he prayed to God as he always had. He was thrown into a den of lions but God delivered him (6:18-23). The life of Daniel and the other captives teaches us that it is always best to follow God no matter what trials we may face.
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	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	20
	Psalms 24-26
	Psalms 27-29
	Psalms 30-32
	Psalms 33-35
	Psalms 36-38
	Psalms 39-41
	Psalms 42-44


Study Questions
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1.  What names were the four young men were given (Dan. 1:7)?

Daniel:__________________ Hananiah:



Mishael:_________________ Azariah:

2.  What did Nebuchadnezzar see in the midst of the fire with the three men (Dan. 3:25)?
 
3.  In Ezekiel’s vision of the four living creatures the likeness of what four faces did he see (Ezek. 1:10)?  1) 


2)_____________________ 3)_________________________ 4) ___________________


Are these the same four likenesses John saw in Revelation 4:7?

4.  Why was Ezekiel not allowed to mourn when his wife died (Ezek. 24:24:15-24)?

5.  What was the proverb which the Jews were quoting (Ezek. 18:2)?



Did God approve of this proverb (18:3)?



Were the Jews being held guilty of their father’s sins? Why or why not?


6.  Fill-in the blanks from Ezekiel 18:20: “The _________ who _______ shall die. The son shall not ______ the _______ of the father, nor the __________ bear the guilt of the ____. The _____________ of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the ___________ of the ___________ shall be upon himself” (NKJV).  


What does this verse indicate about the false doctrine that claims that all people inherit Adam’s sin?


7.  What was the interpretation of the word TEKEL in Belshazzar’s vision (Dan. 5:27)?

Key Passage: “…they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses” (Dan. 4:32, NKJV). 
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